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CONSTITUTION 

of the 

First Baptist Church of Salem 

Salem, Oregon 

 

PREAMBLE 

Reposing our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ for our salvation, believing in the teachings 
of the Bible, and concurring with the practices of Bible-believing Christians and those 
great distinctives for which they stand, namely: 

1. The Lordship of Jesus Christ 

2. The Bible, the standard of faith and practice 

3. Regenerated membership 

4. Believer’s (baptism by) immersion 

5. Progressive sanctification 

6. Soul liberty 

7. Congregational government and the autonomy of the local church 

8. Separation of church and state; 

We band ourselves together as a body of immersed believers in Jesus Christ and 
adopt, ordain and establish for our government and plan of worship and service the 
following declaration of faith, church covenant and bylaws: 

ARTICLE 1 – DECLARATION OF FAITH 

THE WORD OF GOD – We believe the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments are 
the inspired Word of God, inerrant in the original writings, complete as the revelation of 
God’s will for salvation, and the supreme and final authority in all matters to which they 
speak. 

2 Tim. 3:15; 2 Peter 1:20-21; 2 Tim. 1:13; Ps. 119:105, 12:6; Prov. 30:5 

THE TRINITY – We believe in one God, Creator and Sustainer of all things, eternally 
existing in three persons—Father, Son and Holy Spirit; that these are equal in every 
divine perfection and that they execute distinct but harmonious offices in the work of 
creation, providence and redemption. 

GOD THE FATHER – We believe in God the Father – an infinite, personal Spirit, perfect 
in holiness, wisdom, power and love.  We believe He concerns Himself mercifully in the 
affairs of men, that He hears and answers prayer, and that He saves from sin and death 
all who come to Him through Jesus Christ. 

Genesis 12:1,26,27; Psalm 90:2; Matthew 28:19; 1 Peter 1:2; 2 Cor. 13:14 
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JESUS CHRIST – We believe that Jesus Christ is God’s eternal Son, and has precisely 
the same nature, attributes and perfections as God the Father and God the Holy Spirit.  
We believe further that He is not only true God, but true man, conceived by the Holy 
Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  We also believe in His sinless life, His substitutionary 
atonement, His bodily resurrection from the dead, His ascension into heaven, His 
priestly intercession on behalf of His people, and His personal, visible, premillennial and 
imminent return from Heaven. 

Matt. 1:22-23; Isa. 9:6; John 1:1-5; 14:10-30; Heb. 4:14-15; 1 Cor. 15:3-4; Rom. 1:3-4; 
Acts 1:9-11; 1 Tim. 6:14-15; Titus 2:13 

HOLY SPIRIT – We believe in the Holy Spirit, His personality, and His work in 
regeneration, sanctification and preservation.  His ministry is to glorify the Lord Jesus 
Christ, to implement Christ’s work of redeeming the lost and to empower the believer for 
godly living and service. 

2 Cor. 3:17; John 16:7-13, 14:16-17; Acts 1:8; 1 Cor. 2:12, 3:16; Eph. 1:13; Gal. 5:25; 
Eph. 5:18 

MAN – We believe God created man—male and female—in the image of God and free 
from sin.  We further believe that man became and is now a sinner by nature and choice 
and is therefore spiritually dead.  We also believe that the Holy Spirit regenerates those 
who repent of sin and trust Jesus Christ as Savior. 

Gen. 1:27; Ps. 8:3-6; Isa. 53:6a; Rom. 3:23; Isa. 59:1-2 

SALVATION – We believe in salvation by grace through faith in Jesus Christ.  We 
further believe that this salvation is based upon the sovereign grace of God and was 
purchased by Christ on the cross, and is received by man through faith, apart from any 
human merit, works or ritual.  We further believe salvation results in righteous living, 
good works and proper social concern.  We believe, on the basis of John chapter 10 
and Romans chapter 8, that this salvation once experienced by the individual is 
eternally secure. 

Rom. 6:23; Eph. 2:8-9; John 14:6, 1:12; Titus 3:5; Gal. 3:26; Rom. 5:1 

THE CHURCH – We believe that the church is the spiritual body of which Christ is the 
head.  We believe that the true church is composed of all persons who through saving 
faith in Jesus Christ have been regenerated by the Holy Spirit.  We believe that this 
body expresses itself in local assemblies whose members have been immersed upon a 
credible confession of faith and have associated themselves for worship, for instruction, 
for evangelism and for service.  We believe that the two ordinances of the local church 
are believer’s baptism by immersion and the Lord’s Supper. 

SEPARATION OF CHURCH AND STATE – We believe that each local church is self-
governing in function and must be free from interference by any ecclesiastical or 
political authority.  We further believe that every human being is directly responsible to 
God in matters of faith and life and that each should be free to worship God according 
to the dictates of his conscience. 
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CHRISTIAN CONDUCT – We believe that the supreme task of every believer is to 
glorify God in his life; that his conduct should be blameless before the world; that he 
should be a faithful steward of his possessions; and that he should seek to realize for 
himself the full stature of maturity in Christ. 

I Cor. 3:9-15; II Cor. 5:9-11 

ETERNITY – We believe in the bodily resurrection of the saved and the lost, the eternal 
existence of all men either in Heaven or Hell, in divine judgments, rewards and 
punishments. 

John 3:16; 14:17; Rom. 6:23; 8:17-18; Rev. 20:15; I Cor. 2:7-9 

ARTICLE 2 – CHURCH COVENANT 

● Having been led by the Spirit of God, I have received the Lord Jesus Christ as 
my Savior.  I have publicly confessed my faith by word and in baptism.  I 
subscribe to the Declaration of Faith of SFB and do now, with other members of 
this church, as one body in Christ state my purpose and desire as a member. 

● To walk lovingly and humbly with my brothers and sisters; to pray for them and to 
separate myself from worldly and unchristian practices (John 13:35; Titus 2:12). 

● To pray for the advancement of SFB in knowledge, spiritual growth and 
fruitfulness (I Peter 3:15). 

● To give cheerfully, as God provides, for the support of the mission of SFB (2 
Corinthians 9:6, 7). 

● To serve faithfully as God directs according to my spiritual gifts and abilities 
taking care to assume only such duties as can be effectively performed (Romans 
12:4-8). 

● To maintain a strong commitment to the sanctity of marriage; and if married, to 
pursue a healthy marital relationship both monogamous and heterosexual, as 
partners in life and ministry before God (I Corinthians 7:1-6; Ephesians 6:1-4). 

● To endeavor by my example, effort and word to point people to Christ, and to do 
my part in building them up in the faith (Luke 15; Matthew 28:19-20). 

● To endeavor to understand and appreciate my fellow members in the church 
especially those who may have personalities, ministries and backgrounds 
different from mine.  To submit to the teaching of Scripture regarding matters of 
discipline when differences arise.  (John 17; Matthew 18:15-20) 

● To follow the Bible as my rule of faith and practice, endeavoring to put into 
practice those Scriptures relating to our church as the local Body of Christ; to 
remove myself from church membership if, at any time, supported by Scripture, I 
find myself in irreconcilable disagreement with the bylaws and/or philosophy of 
ministry of our church as supported by Scripture 
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ARTICLE 3 – OFFICERS 

The scriptural officers of this church as distinct from officers of the corporation are 
pastors and elders.  Their election, term and succession are determined by the bylaws. 
The church shall elect and appoint to the various forms of service as indicated by their 
titles and as defined by the bylaws such other officers as are deemed advisable.  This 
church also may have other officers as provided by the bylaws. 

ARTICLE 4 – MEETINGS 

Meetings for worship, prayer, praise, fellowship, business and special purposes shall be 
held as set forth in the bylaws. 

ARTICLE 5 – RELATIONSHIPS 

Believing in the sovereignty of the local church as an autonomous body of believers 
under the leadership of the Holy Spirit, this church, by official action, shall determine the 
maintaining of fraternal fellowship and cooperation with churches of like faith and 
practice, or with organized groups of Baptists or inter-church relationships when our 
cardinal beliefs will not be compromised. 

To such groups this church may send statistical reports and may be represented in their 
meetings. 

ARTICLE 6 – AMENDMENTS 

This Constitution which is effective April XX, 2025 may be amended by a three-fourths 
vote of qualified members present and voting at any regular or special business meeting 
provided such amendments have been submitted in writing to the membership at the 
preceding regular or special business meeting. 


